
CONNECTIONS	  Anthropology	  Symposium	  	  
December	  03,	  2011	  	  	  11:45	  -‐	  19:00	  	  
Ptarmigan,	  Toom-‐kooli	  13,	  Tallinn	  
	  

Programme	  
	  
	  
11:45	  
	  

Arrivals	  at	  Ptarmigan/	  Registration/	  Coffee	  

12:30	  
	  

Welcome	  speech	  by	  Joonas	  Plaan,	  Estonian	  Anthropology	  Association	  
	  

	  
	  
First	  Module:	  Constructing	  the	  Universe.	  Traditions	  of	  Story-‐telling	  
	  

12:45	  
Can	  the	  ancestors	  speak	  to	  us?	  by	  Hasso	  Krull,	  Department	  of	  Culture,	  Estonian	  
Institute	  of	  Humanities,	  Tallinn	  University	  

	  
	  

Q&A	  session	  

13:30	  
The	  Power	  of	  Sound	  in	  West	  African	  Story-‐telling	  by	  Carlo	  A.	  Cubero,	  Department	  of	  
Social	  and	  Cultural	  Anthropology,	  Estonian	  Institute	  of	  Humanities,	  Tallinn	  
University	  

	   Q&A	  session	  

	  
	  
	  

14:15	   Coffee	  break	  
	   	  

	  

	  
Second	  Module:	  Creativity,	  perception	  and	  skills.	  Artists	  in	  field,	  communication	  
and	  language,	  music	  and	  social	  change	  
	  

14:30	  
Encounters	  with	  the	  Other.	  The	  case	  of	  MoKS	  AIR.	  Examples	  from	  artists	  working	  in	  
fields	  by	  Evelyn	  Müürsepp,	  MOKS	  

	  
	  

Q&A	  session	  

15:00	   Estonian	  for	  eschatophobes	  -‐	  a	  beginner's	  course	  by	  Sigbjørn	  Bratlie	  (Norway)	  
	  
	  

Q&A	  session	  

15:30	  
Music	  and	  Social	  Changes	  in	  Russia:	  From	  the	  Gypsy	  Choirs	  to	  t.A.T.u.	  by	  Francisco	  
Martinez	  (Glasgow	  University,	  UK)	  

	   Q&A	  session	  

	  
	  
	  

16:15	   Coffee	  break	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
Third	  Module:	  Contagion	  Theories.	  Modelling	  of	  collective	  behaviour	  
	  

16:30	   Presentation	  by	  Tiit	  Land,	  Professor	  of	  Chemistry,	  Rector,	  Tallinn	  University	  
	  
	  

Q&A	  session	  

17:15	  
Opening	  a	  Contagion	  of	  Worms	  by	  Patrick	  Laviolette,	  Department	  of	  Social	  and	  
Cultural	  Anthropology,	  Estonian	  Institute	  of	  Humanities,	  Tallinn	  University	  

	  
	  

Q&A	  session	  

http://www.tlu.ee/?LangID=2&CatID=4564
http://www.bernurits.com/dalibnieki/evelyn.html
http://www.sigbjornbratlie.com/
https://www.etis.ee/portaal/isikuCV.aspx?LastNameFirstLetter=L&PersonVID=37023&FromUrl0=isikud.aspx&lang=en
http://www.tlu.ee/?LangID=2&CatID=4564&ArtID=8158&action=article


CONNECTIONS	  Anthropology	  Symposium	  	  
December	  03,	  2011	  	  	  11:45	  -‐	  19:00	  	  
Ptarmigan,	  Toom-‐kooli	  13,	  Tallinn	  
	   	  
	  
18:00	  
	  

Interim	  closing	  statement	  by	  Joonas	  Plaan,	  Estonian	  Anthropology	  Association	  

	  
18:05	  
	  

	  
Mini	  break	  

	  
18:15	  
	  

Introduction	  of	  Ptarmigan	  project	  space	  together	  with	  a	  lead	  in	  to	  the	  next	  
presentation	  by	  Ptarmigan	  volunteers	  

	  
	  
Fourth	  module:	  Different	  ways	  to	  inhabit,	  modify,	  and	  imagine	  environments.	  

18:	  20	  

Architecture	  and	  Vitality	  workshop	  presentation	  by	  Pia	  Ednie-‐Brown,	  (School	  of	  
Architecture	  and	  Design,	  RMIT	  University,	  Melbourne,	  Australia);	  Jondi	  Keane,	  
School	  of	  Communication	  and	  Creative	  Arts,	  Deakin	  University,	  (Melbourne,	  
Australia);	  and	  Scott	  Andrew	  Elliott,	  School	  of	  Art	  and	  Design,	  Aalto	  University	  
(Helsinki,	  Finland)	  
	  

	  
Q&A	  session	  
	  
	  

	  
19:00	  	  
	  

Closing	  statement	  

	  
19:10	  
	  

Drinks,	  socialising	  

	  
20:00	  
	  

Homemade	  dinner	  

21:00	   House	  party,	  volunteer	  DJs	  
	  
	  

http://ptarmigan.ee/
http://onomatopoeia.com.au/practice/publications/
http://jondikeane.com/?page_id=100
http://ptarmigan.fi/artists/scott-andrew-elliott


CONNECTIONS	  Anthropology	  Symposium	  	  
December	  03,	  2011	  	  	  11:45	  -‐	  19:00	  	  
Ptarmigan,	  Toom-‐kooli	  13,	  Tallinn	  

	  

Can	  the	  Ancestors	  Speak	  to	  Us?	  

Hasso	  Krull,	  Department	  of	  Culture,	  EHI,	  TLU	  

Culture	   is	   inheritance.	   It	   is	  handed	  over	  to	  us	  by	  somebody	  who	  was	  born	  earlier,	  and	  who	  in	  their	  
turn	  got	  the	   inheritance	  from	  somebody	  who	  was	  born	  earlier.	  Thus	   it	   is	  a	  product	  of	  an	  unknown	  
community	  that	  passed	  away	  long	  ago,	  but	  is	  still	  speaking	  to	  us.	  

Once	  upon	  a	  time	  this	  unknown	  community	  was	  called	  "the	  ancestors".	  Nowadays	  this	  concept	  has	  
been	  replaced	  by	  a	  historicist	  concept	  of	  "tradition"	  that	  seems	  to	  be	  less	  personified.	  However,	  the	  
concept	  of	  tradition	  is	  also	  lacking	  the	  mythical	  dimension	  that	  enables	  us	  to	  receive	  the	  inheritance	  
in	   a	   non-‐diachronic	  way	   (i.e.	   synchronically).	   If	   the	   synchronic	   dimension	   is	   re-‐introduced	   into	   the	  
historicist	   tradition,	   it	   produces	   the	   effect	   of	   a	   "midnight	   in	   Paris"	   used	   in	   Woody	   Allen's	   recent	  
movie.	  

Nonetheless	   our	   everyday	   language	   also	   contains	   innumerable	   traces	   of	   the	   mythical	   past	   we	  
imagine	  to	  be	  lost	  forever.	  It	  is	  not	  only	  the	  glacial	  wind	  of	  the	  ice	  age	  that	  breathes	  in	  every	  syllable	  
we	   utter	   today:	   it	   is	   also	   the	   warm	   breath	   of	   the	   mythical	   ancestors	   who	   never	   receded	   into	  
nothingness.	  Oblivion	  is	  just	  a	  mirage,	  an	  appearance	  of	  tabula	  rasa.	  That's	  why	  modern	  man	  has	  not	  
been	  able	  to	  commit	  himself	  fully	  to	  a	  kind	  of	  amnesiac	  rationalism	  that	  the	  futurist	  thinkers	  of	  the	  
20th	  century	  so	  ardently	  desired.	  

	  

The	  Power	  of	  Sound	  in	  West	  African	  Story-‐telling	  

Carlo	  A.	  Cubero,	  Department	  Social	  &	  Cultural	  Anthropology,	  EHI,	  TLU	  

In	   this	   presentation	   I	  will	   discuss	   the	   role	   that	   sound	  plays	   in	   the	  West	  African	   tradition	   of	   griots.	  
Rather	  than	  understanding	  sound	  as	  a	  passive	  element	  of	  nature,	  I	  will	  discuss	  how	  the	  West	  African	  
griot	  engages	  with	   sound	  as	  a	   foundation	  of	  experience.	  The	  Aristotelian	  gaze	  of	  Western	   thought	  
seems	  to	  have	  downplayed	  the	  power	  of	  sound	  in	  constituting	  social	  life.	  In	  the	  griot	  context,	  sound	  
can	  be	  organized	  into	  words,	  melodies,	  rhythms,	  meters,	  and	  most	  of	  all	   into	  forces.	  Words,	   in	  this	  
context,	  have	  a	  power	  –	  a	  power	  to	  emote	  and	  have	  direct	  physical	  consequence	  on	  the	  listener.	  A	  
deeper	  appreciation	  of	   sound	  could	   force	  us	   to	  overturn	  our	   static,	   spatialized	  world	  and	  make	  us	  
consider	  in	  a	  new	  light	  the	  dynamic	  nature	  of	  sound,	  an	  open	  door	  to	  the	  comprehension	  of	  cultural	  
sentiment.	  

I	  will	  contextualise	  this	  discussion	  within	  a	   film-‐making	  project	   that	   I	  have	  been	  engaged	   in	   for	   the	  
past	  2	  years	  amongst	  West	  African	  migrants	  in	  Western	  Europe.	  I	  will	  show	  edited	  footage	  of	  some	  of	  
my	  filmed	  material	  and	  argue	  that	  film-‐making	  as	  a	  method	  can	  get	  us	  closer	  to	  understanding	  the	  
kind	  of	  cultural	  sentiments	  that	  are	  elicited	  in	  phenomenal	  experiences.	  
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Encounters	  with	  the	  Other.	  The	  case	  of	  MoKS	  AIR.	  Examples	  from	  artists	  working	  in	  fields	  

Evelyn	   Müürsepp,	   freelance	   visual	   artist,	   cultural	   coordinator	   of	   MoKS	   Center	   for	   Art	   and	   Social	  
Practice	  

To	  be	  an	  artist	  seems	  to	  be	  a	  privilege.	  One	  can	  create	  its	  own	  methods	  for	  research,	  there	  is	  no	  right	  
or	  wrong,	   there	   is	   creative	  person	   for	  whose	   art	   any	  means	   are	   allowed.	   The	   valid	   reflections	   can	  
come	  from	  the	  art-‐world	  itself	  and	  that	  is	  the	  story.	  But	  is	  it	  the	  whole	  story?	  By	  plundering	  through	  
MoKS	  (artist-‐	   in-‐	   residency	  centre)	   	  10	  year	  archive	  there	   is	  plenty	  of	  artist	  examples	   to	  prove	  that	  
there	  is	  also	  another	  story	  and	  other	  kind	  of	  strive	  what	  is	  gathering	  its	  forces.	  

	  

Estonian	  for	  eschatophobes	  -‐	  a	  beginner's	  course	  	  

Sigbjørn	  Bratlie,	  MoKS	  Center	  for	  Art	  and	  Social	  Practice	  

My	   angle	   on	   the	   anthropological	   symposium	  will	   be	   through	   language,	   or	   linguistic	   anthropology.	  
I	  would	   like	   to	   show	   a	   video	   piece	   I	   have	   made	   whilst	   here	   in	   MoKS,	   called	   "Estonian	   for	  
eschatophobes",	  which	  is	  a	  sort	  of	  beginner's	  course	  in	  the	  Estonian	  language.	  My	  project	  has	  dealt	  
with	  myself	  trying	  to	  immerse	  myself	  in	  the	  Estonian	  language,	  which	  I	  started	  trying	  to	  teach	  myself	  
this	  spring.	  The	  video	  will	  last	  for	  approximately	  12	  min,	  and	  then	  I	  will	  talk	  a	  little	  bit	  about	  my	  use	  
of	  language,	  linguistics	  and	  grammar	  in	  my	  art	  work.	  The	  focus	  in	  the	  beginners'	  course	  I	  have	  made	  
is	  not	   so	  much	   the	  ever-‐optimistic	   "can-‐do"	  attitude	   that	  permeates	  beginners'	   courses	   in	  general,	  
but	   focuses	   more	   on	   isolation,	   alienation,	   misunderstanding,	   and	   how	   fear,	   insecurity	   and	   other	  
types	  of	  feelings	  influence	  the	  choice	  of	  words	  or	  the	  way	  we	  speak.	  It	  looks	  at	  "Estonianness"	  from	  
the	   outside,	   as	   it	   were,	   using	   my	   clumsy	   and	   fragmented	   attempts	   at	   writing	   in	   Estonian,	  
understanding	  Estonia	  and	  Estonians	  to	  tell	  a	  story.	  

	  

Francisco	  Martínez,	  Journalist	  and	  Researcher	  
	  
Francisco	   has	   combined	   different	   types	   of	   writing,	   publishing	   more	   than	   400	   journalistic	   articles,	  
besides	   six	   academic	  works	   about	   discourse	   analysis,	   political	   thought,	   social	   reforms	   and	   Russian	  
culture.	  He	  also	  made	  133	  video	  reports	  and	  participated	  in	  37	  radio	  programs,	  besides	  producing	  a	  
documentary	  film	  about	  jazz	  and	  flamenco	  in	  Madrid	  (Ciclope	  2003).	  	  
He	  won	   the	   international	   Amalexpress	   award	   2009	   for	   his	   short	  movie	   “La	   Báscula”	   (with	   Andrés	  
Mourenza	   and	   Daniel	   Iriarte),	   and	   he	   has	   been	   based	   as	   a	   journalist	   in	   Russia,	   Germany,	   Turkey,	  
Portugal	  and	  Spain.	  
He	  has	  a	  5	  years	  degree	  in	  journalism,	  awarded	  by	  Madrid	  Complutense	  University.	  Additionally,	  he	  
has	  completed	  a	  master	   in	   International	  Economy	  and	  Cooperation	   to	  Development,	  and	  has	  been	  
awarded	   with	   two	   fellowships	   in	   two	   prestigious	   universities	   of	   Russia:	   The	   Moscow	   College	   of	  
Diplomacy	  and	  International	  Relations	  (MGIMO)	  and	  the	  St.	  Petersburg	  State	  University.	  
After	   having	   led	   a	   research	   about	   Russian	   and	   Finnish	   representation	   of	   nature	   at	   the	   Aleksanteri	  
Institute	  (University	  of	  Helsinki),	  he	  currently	  holds	  a	  position	  as	  a	  research	  fellow	  (DoRa	  grantee)	  at	  
Tallinn	   University.	   His	   PhD	   research	   is	   entitled	   “Landscapes	   Announcing	   the	   Political	   Collapse:	  
Cultural	  Representations	  of	  Geography	  as	  an	  Equation	  of	  Russian	  Society”.	  
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Music	  and	  Social	  Changes	  in	  Russia:	  From	  the	  Gypsy	  Choirs	  to	  t.A.T.u.	  

Francisco	  Martinez,	  Glasgow	  University,	  UK	  

This	  presentation	  aims	  to	  examine	  the	  connexions	  between	  culture	  and	  social	  changes.	  For	  that	  I	  will	  
expose	  a	  brief	  outline	  of	  music	  creations	  and	  practices	  in	  Russia	  during	  the	  last	  century.	  The	  analysis	  
of	   such	   connexions	   will	   be	   developed	   applying	   Bourdieu’s	   concepts	   of	   “field	   of	   culture”	   and	  
“practice”	   (habitus),	   besides	   the	   post-‐structuralist	   understanding	   of	   discourse	   as	   a	   “system	   of	  
meanings”.	  In	  my	  opinion,	  both	  anthropological	  approaches	  to	  culture	  are	  particularly	  convenient	  in	  
order	  to	  point	  out	  the	  dislocation	  of	  values	  and	  to	  contextualize	  discourses.	  

Therefore,	   I	  will	   program	   the	  most	   significant	  examples	  of	  musical	   creation	   in	  Russia’s	  XX	   century,	  
putting	  them	  into	  the	  pertinent	  socio-‐historical	  context.	  Moreover,	  I	  will	  put	  particular	  emphasis	  on	  
the	  potential	  of	  music	   in	  shifting	  the	  hegemonic	  discourse,	  at	  the	  same	  time	  that	   it	  reproduces	  the	  
cultural	  patterns.	  Hence,	  during	  the	  presentation	  I	  will	  bear	  on	  several	  examples	  of	  musical	  practices	  
(as	   folk	   festivals,	   jazz	   samizdat,	   bard	   performances,	   or	   rock	   clubs),	   besides	   defining	   the	   discursive	  
meanings.	  

	  

Opening	  a	  contagion	  of	  worms	  

Patrick	  Laviolette,	  Department	  Social	  &	  Cultural	  Anthropology,	  EHI,	  TLU	  

Social	  infection	  -‐	  instigating	  the	  desire	  for	  fear	  or	  risk	  taking	  behaviour	  in	  others	  -‐	  this	  is	  certainly	  part	  
of	  the	  moral	  and	  ethical	  dilemmas	  that	  result	  from	  some	  of	  the	  research	  that	  is	  currently	  undertaken	  
on	   adventure	   sport,	   dark	   tourism	   and	   urban	   exploration.	   Yet	   marginal	   play	   activities	   such	   as	  
'flânage/flânarie'	  as	  well	  as	  'stalking'	  not	  only	  remove	  but	  can	  also	  add	  socio-‐cultural	  value	  to	  highly	  
undesired	  spaces,	  places	  or	   restricted	  areas.	  That	   is,	   this	   talk	   is	   intended	  as	  a	  platform	  to	  consider	  
growing	   concerns	   over	   the	   scouting	   of	   danger	   zones,	   our	   sensorial	   perceptions	   of	   them	   (from	   up	  
close	  or	  at	  a	  distance)	  along	  with	  our	  movements	  within	  or	  skirting	  around	  their	  edges.	  
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Workshop	  in	  Architecture	  and	  Vitality	  presentation	  

Dr.	  Pia	  Ednie-‐Brown,	  School	  of	  Architecture	  and	  Design,	  RMIT	  University,	  Melbourne,	  Australia	  

Dr.	  Jondi	  Keane,	  School	  of	  Communication	  and	  Creative	  Arts,	  Deakin	  University,	  Melbourne,	  Australia	  

Scott	  Andrew	  Elliott,	  School	  of	  Art	  and	  Design,	  Aalto	  University,	  Helsinki	  

We	  will	   present	   the	   results	   of	   our	  workshop,	   'Workshop	   in	  Architecture	   and	  Vitality',	   in	  which	  we	  
have	  asked	  students	  to	  consider	  how	  to	  design	  an	  architectural	  structure	  that	  would	  increase	  vitality	  
in	  a	  user.	  	  In	  this	  workshop,	  we	  have	  presented	  the	  texts	  and	  ideas	  of	  Richard	  Neutra,	  Wilhelm	  Reich,	  
and	   Madeline	   Gins	   &	   Arakawa.	   	  Each	   of	   them	   have	   developed	   their	   own	   architectural	   structures	  
which	  they	  believed	  would	  improve	  the	  health	  of	  a	  user,	  from	  psychological	  health	  to	  physical	  health	  
and	  beyond	  into	  the	  possibility	  of	  creating	  architecture	  against	  death.	  	  Students	  have	  developed	  their	  
own	  designs	  for	  spaces	  that	  would	  increase	  vitality,	  and	  build	  models	  of	  these	  designs.	  	  	  

Workshop	  description:	  

The	   goal	   of	   this	  workshop	   is	   to	   experiment	  with	  ways	   in	  which	  environmental	   surroundings	  might	  
affect	   our	   sense	   of	   vitality.	  	   Situating	   ourselves	   in	   the	   Ptarmigan	   Tallinn	   project	   spaces,	   we	   will	  
explore	  a	  range	  of	  different	  ways	  to	  inhabit,	  modify	  and	  imagine	  environments,	  and	  the	  production	  
of	   vitality	   through	   architectural	   means.	   A	   range	   of	   activities	   will	   be	   involved	   in	   a	   developmental	  
process	   that	   will	   unfold	   across	   five	   days	   of	   intensive	   investigations	   with	   various	   materials,	  
movements	  and	  models.	  	  	  	  

We	   will	   experience	   and	   explore	   Wilhelm	   Reich’s	   orgone	   accumulator,	   designed	   to	   improve	   the	  
general	   health	  of	   its	   user	   through	   the	   accumulation	  of	   positive	   atmospheric	   energy	   called	  orgone.	  
We	  will	  build	  models	  of	  architectural	  spaces	  and	  manipulate	  different	  elements	  of	  built	  surroundings.	  
We	  will	  experiment	  with	  techniques	  developed	  by	  artist/architect	  pair	  Arakawa	  +	  Gins,	  whose	  work	  
focuses	  on	  examining	  the	  relationship	  between	  the	  human	  body	  and	  built	  architecture,	  and	  how	  new	  
architectural	   designs	   can	   affect	   the	   body.	  Through	   these	   precedents	   and	   practices	   the	   workshop	  
ultimately	  aims	  to	  explore	  a	  life	  enhancing	  potential	  often	  believed	  to	  be	  an	  impossible	  outcome	  of	  
architecture,	   in	   order	   to	   push	   the	   boundaries	   of	   architecture	   and	   our	   understanding	   of	   the	  
connection	  between	  bodies	  and	  environments.	  	  	  

 


